Acts 8. 14-17

14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
GOSPEL READING: Luke 3.15-22

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of his marriage to Herodias, his brother’s wife, and all the other evil things he had done,  Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

REFLECTION:  Rev Tara

How many temptations surround us every day! The internet has opened up so many opportunities but also leads us up various blind alleys. So easily we can allow ourselves to be taken away from the things that really nourish us, indulging in the pleasures of this world, without realising that our actions are harming us spiritually. How our world needs relief from all those pressures that threaten to draw us away from the right path! The people of Israel in Jesus’ day also felt they needed a new direction. Even though they had been politically battered and many were no doubt sceptical about the future, many still lived in the hope that the Kingdom of God would soon come with the advent of the Messiah. Even when the voice of the prophets that had echoed time and again through the generations about the coming Saviour had stopped, even in that new silence, there were still a few who longed to see the day when their redeemer would come; a few who trusted God’s promise of faithfulness through the ages. 
Imagine their surprise and excitement when they heard that sudden cry of hope from a young man called John the Baptist, the young man who cried out in the wilderness saying “Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”. The voice of John must have awakened those echoes started by the prophets of old; he brought people out from the cities and villages, people curious to hear what God might now be doing for them; how God would save them and send the Messiah to come and fight for them. The fact that John chose a site on the eastern side of the Jordan suggests that he also saw his ministry as preparing the way for a new Exodus. After escaping from slavery in Egypt and wandering in the desert for forty years, the Israelites had crossed the river Jordan and entered the Promised Land. Those baptised by John in the Jordan were dramatically re-enacting what their ancestors had done some fifteen hundred years earlier. Luke sets the ministry of John the Baptist against the backdrop of the return from exile in Babylon, which was so significant in Israel’s salvation history that the prophet Isaiah celebrated it in language that portrayed it as a new exodus, a return through the desert to the land of promise.  Luke’s use of Isaiah 40 is the evangelist’s way of framing Jesus’ ministry in terms of Isaiah’s visionary prophecy of the end of Israel’s exile.  John’s cry in the wilderness of Judea must have spread from town to village, as hoards flocked to the banks of the river Jordan we are told. No doubt people were curious and excited- was this the Christ, the Messiah that God had promised to send to rescue his people from their oppressors and set them free?
But John said ‘No’. Someone greater was going to follow him. “I baptize you with water; but one mightier than me is coming!’ he insisted. We don’t know how many people John baptized; we don’t know how many went away disappointed in their hopes of ’the coming Kingdom’. Their expectations must have been really shaken- the Kingdom that was to come was not to be an armed rebellion against the unjust authorities as they expected, but a call to repentance! The hope which John the Baptist held out was not of earthly possessions and power, but of holiness and human weakness. John was not rich or famous; he wore clothes made of camel’s hair; he ate locusts and honey. He discarded all claims of fame and pointed to the one who was to come, the one God had promised who he did not yet know. And then it happened-  Jesus came. Jesus came to be baptized and open the doors to the long awaited Kingdom. And as Jesus came out of the waters of baptism, God’s Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove, marking him out as a new type of king of this new type of kingdom. His public ministry working for God’s kingdom had begun.  
Most of us have been baptized too; we too have been initiated into God’s Kingdom. For Jesus baptism marked the end of his private life, but what did baptism mean for you and me? What has baptism done for us? Has baptism changed our lives? Today is a reminder that our baptisms should influence the way we think and act. We should be encouraged to follow God’s path, as we listen out for hi call on us, and share the good news of the gospels through our daily live. Even in our day, the voice of hope has not been silenced. The cry still comes to each one of us in the wilderness of our lives, to repent and reconcile ourselves with God our heavenly father who is holding the door to the Kingdom open for each one of us; the cry to reach out to those in need, and share the amazing message of God’s love for us all; the cry to follow the paths that lead us back to God.

So as we celebrate the start of Jesus public ministry today, let’s renew our resolve to reach out to others on our own discipleship paths; let’s pray that God may fill us all with his Holy Spirit afresh today; and let’s focus our hearts and minds on God’s will for us, today and in the days and weeks to come. Amen.
Intercessions – Peter Fryer
To the bidding Lord in your Mercy please respond with:
 Hear our Prayer.

Let us pray this Sunday for the Church and for the world and let us thank God for his goodness.

We pray for the leaders of our Church giving them the compassion, wisdom and the mind of Christ especially at this time when thje Anglican Church seeks a new leader .

Strengthen our bishops Andrew and Paul : Tara our vicar , Lucy  and Sue our curates , my fellow Wardens, the PCC and all your church in the service of Christ, that those who confess your name may be guided in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.

Lord in Your mercy -- Hear our Prayer

We pray for this Sunday . We pray for this the  troubled world in which we live, for its leaders who many who have much  power and who make decisions which may affect many people. For the new President elect of America m the leaders of the Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Sudan and other countries of the Middle East.

We pray for Christians in politics, in industry, arts, the media, in education and the medical profession. 

In your Mercy -- Hear our Prayer.

Bless and guide Charles our King and members of the Royal family; give wisdom to all in authority and direct this and every nation in the ways of justice and of peace, that we may honour one another and seek the common good.

In your mercy –Hear our Prayer 

We pray for our local community, our Parish Council, village school and their leaders. For the Crondall Surgery  and those working long and difficult hours at Frimley  and all medical teams in these challenging times for the NHS.

For our friends wherever they may be. We pray for our friend’s, close ones and those we sometimes forget, those with a special problem and those who need you. |We thank you for each of them and what they give to us. Keep us faithful to them as you are faithful to us. 

Lord in your mercy--Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who are going through times of trouble, some perhaps in our families, some in our Church, some in our wider circle of friends. We pray particularly for those for whom this day will be their last. We name in our hearts any people we know in special need.

We pray particularly today for:

Simon Marshall, Geraldine Wilkins,  Pat Evans, Megan Raw, Simon Brooke, Joy Ford, Ray Claydon, Brian Blowers, Eve Vass, Mary Fidler, Lord in your Mercy--- Hear Our prayer.
We remember with deep gratitude those who have left their mark on our lives by giving us love laughter but have now gone before us to be with Christ. We hold them in our hearts, knowing that you, hold them in yours.  We remember especially at this time.
Jack Watts, Hilary Swift and Luke Meddler,

We ask that you comfort their families and loved ones at this time.
Lord in your mercy—Hear our Prayer.

Merciful Father. Accept these prayers for the sake of thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

AMEN 

